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“In the halcyon daye of 1914 the 
Canadians went forth to thie conflict 
with every just hope and anticipation 
thet the needs of thoee ieft behind 
would be ‘amply provided. Whet was 
meant by tha conception of ‘ample pro 
vision’? | take it that any sane man 
or woman would say that it meant 
Giving to those femilies whose bread- 
winner had gone to the front sufficient 
to maintain them in a reasonable stan 
dard of comfort; provide for the edu- 
cation of dependent children: relieve 
the mother of the family of the haunt 
ing dread which must be present in 
her mind today, while at the same time 
strengthening the arm of him who was 
prepared to pay the supreme sacrifice 
by letting him know that a grateful 
country considered ae something worth 
while the orifice he was making 

“What was done? “The allowance in 
1914 for a woman and family of three, 
including assigned pay, was $56.00. To- 
day it is $7000. Bad as it was in 1914, 
it is infinitely worse today. For the 
benefit of Mr..Campbell and the Board 
of Trade | want to do some figuring 
Pages 648.49, August issue of the 
Labor Garette, may in all fairness be 
the basie of our calculations. In almost 
every group of commodities It will be 
found that the price has doubled; in a 
great many. more than doubled, and 
taking 172 commodities into the cal 
culation, it is found that $135 in July 
1914, would purchase the same amounts 
as would $284 in July, 1918 By a 
simple process of arithmetic | arrive 
at the conciusion that the §70.00 given 
ue today has a purchasing power of 
$33.27'2, besed upon the prices pre 
iling im July, 1918. Further, if the 
ent pittance of July, 1914, of $66.00 
was eufficient-—and we m ure this 
sum in purchasing power—we get the 
same purchasing power today by an 
allowance of $117.80. The soldiers’ de 
pendents are not responsible for the 
increased cost of living. If the figures 
of the Labor Gazette are accurate, and 
they are only approximately eo, be- 
cause they represent averages, and 
cost of living is higher here than in 
Eastern Canadr, then not even amem- 
ber of the Board of Trade could live 
on a pittance of $70.00. which means 
only a little over $33.00 in purchasing 


power when the dollar of today is 
compared to the dollar of 1914 

“The increased cost of living bears 
very lightly on those of wealth and 


affluence. tf a reasonable standard of 
ving in a family of four can be mair 
tained on, say, $150 a month, and a 
man's income is $300 or $400, the de 
reased rchasing power of the dollar 
is a Sma it means only the 
elimination f ertain unnecessary 
* en, but that same individual 
on an atliowance of $18 then cut in 
two the pu asing power of the dolla 
and a man wil not need to ask what 
they are earnir n France Great 
Britain on . ow either starve 


this bringe us to the interest 

gestion of the 4 of Trade 

do dependents get nm France 
England, Germany, etc.? The very 
tene is ne which might be used to 
as what ie the sentence-for burglary 
n France or sland? Unlike Ca 
ef o t does not say Am | my 
brother's heepe The tone suggests 
rather the your bally eoldier 
keep hie family, what is 
that t ‘ Well, there are two or 
three ns the first 
ace were epe ‘ts a en 
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fits are taken and all may be taken 
next year There is, eo far as | know 
ne single allied country in which such 
a large percentage of the revenue are 
raised by indirect taxes, which bear 


M machines 19.50 


hervily upor the poer, end so small « ste oOo - 
Percentage im direct taxes upon the $30.00 machine $22.50 $160.0 
rich. These are facts which should be $39.00 machine $31.00 § . 
hi f ¢ 
within the knowledge of the Board of $50.00 ma nes $39.00 
Trade. = . 1 
$75.00 & $80.00 ma $200. 


“Finally, let us put it upon the moet 
selfish besis possible. The mere mone 
tary convern.of the merchants and 
business men who form the member- 
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this matter—-a question of pure justice “Fitzsimmons, however was the ‘ . ° 

—upon a squalid basis of profit, but | trickiest of all the fighters, but ; 

doubt not the form of appeal has ite iricke isually brought home ‘ urn ure 0. 


value. The allowances asked for will money and were legitimate. He knocke 


be paid by the Dominion From the it 1, Maher, Corvett, Ch : 

very neture of our position, Alberta Aart Lange i all the othera he f 1 118-120 8th Avenue East CALGARY 
contributes more largely to the federal hrough tricks of his own invention 

revenues than she receiv in federal |) when he fought Choyneki a blow wae 

benefits. Therefore, despite the in- anded on Be} which apparently sent 

creased cost in general taxes, the him down At least Bob mped ane 

province of Alberta and the merchants ame up. as if grog« a a 1 . 

of the province would be richer from move as though he was « to fan 
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least should be obvious to the B hand the freckled one t finishing i? 

of Trade. But there is As he did so Fitzsimmens | To hea EASURE 


figures unless the obvious 4 to one side and eent over the 
our claim can be rec 
recognition will only cer 
knowledge of what the soldiers of 
Canada have felt and suffered. Over 
45,000 of those who left this country 
n the pride of health and strength are 
dead.” 
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